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       ADVENT

Begins 2 December 2018


HOW WE CAME TO SERVE ON THE ALTAR GUILD -- Two Women’s Stories:

by Kimble Palmer with assistance from Ellie van Anda -- members of Altar Guild at The Cathedral Church of St. Luke’s
 
I remember being about 9 or 10 before I could go with my mother to help with her Altar Guild duties at Christ the King Episcopal Church in Orlando, FL. I had asked, or rather begged, so many times always receiving the same answer... “When you are older."  One Saturday morning as mom was headed out the door to Altar Guild I asked if I could come along fully expecting the same answer as always. To my surprise mom said “Sure, but remember to behave and do exactly as you are asked without a peep!”
 
That first time being in the sacristy was so scary. I had been allowed in before but only to quickly travel through to my next destination. It was magical to see how all the duties were completed with such care and attention to detail and with great reverence. I did my best to model the other ladies as I was asked to do small tasks like changing the hymn numerals on the display boards, dusting the pews, and eventually at my favorite time of year, Christmas, getting to help with the nativity scene and greenery. After that first wonderful Saturday, I served every chance I could and was the unofficial youngest member of the team even getting a pin when I left my church and headed to college.
 
The special time I had served as I grew up and the wonderfully faithful women I had met always stayed with me throughout my many years away from church.  Fast forward 30 years and a dear friend inviting me to a Sunday evening service at The Cathedral Church of St. Luke’s. It took a while for the beauty of God’s church to remind me of my Altar Guild service as a young woman. At first I tried other forms of service...being a greeter, serving on a committee but my heart, and God, kept calling me to Altar Guild. I felt unqualified to serve compared to the many more experienced ladies. However, after one 6 pm service I noticed the deacon cleaning up afterwards and I thought, “I can certainly do that and not embarrass myself and free her to do other things.” So after praying for courage to serve among these amazing women, I have loved every single minute of my service and have felt God’s presence so many times in our sacristy and through the many interactions with the amazing women I serve with. Even though my mom passed away in 2003, I especially feel a special closeness with her as I serve and I am incredibly thankful she finally allowed me to come with her that first special Saturday morning.
 
I once was the newest member of the amazing Altar Guild team at the Cathedral but several months ago Ellie van Anda joined our ranks and we began our friendship serving on 4th weekend together. Ellie was a little shy at first but from the stories she shared I could see right away she had a quiet strength, much courage, and most importantly great faith in God. She had not been raised in the Episcopal Church but had attended St. Peter's in Lake Mary, FL, for a time as a child. She had very fond memories of the Episcopal faith and traditions.  She was eager to learn more of our many traditions and how Altar Guild was part of those beloved traditions. She quickly learned and is a valued member of our Altar Guild family.  
 
One day I asked Ellie how she had come to join Altar Guild.  She said as a child her family had attended various denominations of churches, one of them being Episcopal.  Her father had stressed the importance of service to the church in some way and being a chalice bearer had been his way.  Ellie remembered her time attending St. Peter's with great fondness and wanted to understand more about the Episcopal traditions.  She began attending and fell in love with the Episcopal Church and was even married in St. Peter's.  She always remembered her father's desire and willingness to serve and wanted to find her own way to serve.  After getting her bearings as a new member of St. Luke's, she was first asked, along with her husband, to be a chalice bearer.  She jumped at the chance feeling a connection to her father and thankful she could be of service to the church she was coming to love.  Not long after her training for chalice bearer Ellie attended a ministry fair and met Kathy Tindal one of our Directresses of Altar Guild.  As many who came to the table with no knowledge of what Altar Guild is about, Kathy explained that we quietly serve by preparing for services and cleaning up afterwards.  Being on Altar Guild immediately called to a few of Ellie's true joys...cleaning and peacefulness. Altar Guild was able to bring together her love of the Episcopal traditions and her love of cleaning. It also delivered moments of peacefulness from the pressures of raising a 2 year old and reminded her of her father's example of how important it is to serve the Lord. 
 
Most of the women and men I have had the great pleasure of serving with and getting to know through various Altar Guild functions had some contact with an Altar Guild member in their past, whether family member or 
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friend. Few just decide out of the blue to join because it’s not something many parishioners understand.  Getting the word out in different ways like ministry fairs or sharing your story for serving on Altar Guild can help build the ranks of Guild's across the diocese.
SPECIAL ITEMS TO BRING TO THE ANNUAL MEETING AT CANTERBURY ON 23 FEBRUARY 2019
We are hoping the weather will cooperate and allow us to burn linens that are no longer serviceable, so bring your old linens for disposal.  Also, please bring items for our annual “Exchange Table.”
ALTAR GUILD PINS









Altar Guild pins are available for purchase from the Diocesan Altar Guild for 

$12.50 plus $1.50 for mailing cost.  If you would like to order pins before the

annual meeting and pick them up at the meeting, you can save the mailing

costs.   Pins are available in both silver and gold.  Contact Cyndy Berry at 

Email cyndy.berry@usa.net or phone 203-215-0125 to place an order.

JENNA BURNS – Liturgical Artist
By Judy Henderson

At the National Altar Guild Association (NAGA) Conference in Austin TX in July one of our workshops was presented by Jenna Burns, a remarkable young lady who designs and sews frontals, banners, and other liturgical items.  Her “Visual Interpretation of Sacred Spaces” is both heartwarming and exquisite.  According to Jenna, “My artwork is intended to enhance the beauty of the worship space (being created specifically for that space) and to provide a visual message for the worship experience.  Broadly stated, the design elements and colors offer a visual interpretation of God’s love for all of us, although every individual connects with my art in their own way; through their own faith experiences.”   Jenna explained how important it is to “visit” the sacred space before designing the artwork.  If she can’t visit the space in person, she will visit it through pictures.  As a member of the Society for Arts in Religious and Theological Studies, Jenna prefers to know as much as possible about the history of the space that will be adorned.   Her workshop included a hands-on project (see lower right picture, below) where attendees designed blocks in liturgical colors with material provided by Jenna. 
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Jenna’s contact information is EMail jenna@cottonpatch-designs.com – Web page www.cottonpatch-designs.com – phone 512-426-4175
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NECROLOGY LIST
At the annual meeting on 23 February 2019 at Canterbury Retreat Center, we would like to include a list of Altar Guild members who have died in the last year in our handout package and have their names read in the Prayers of the People at the Eucharist.  If you have members who were not listed in previous Necrology Lists, please include them this year. 

Send your list to Judy Henderson at the Email provided below or by regular mail to 1978 Red Bud Circle NW, Palm Bay, FL 32907.  Suspense for having names published this year is 10 February 2019.  If you do not attend the Annual Meeting and would like to receive a copy of the published Necrology List, please contact Judy Henderson at jem2415@earthlink.net or 321-327-3175.









DUES AND LOVE OFFERING
Each year in January a letter is sent to all Diocesan churches requesting that they pay Diocesan Altar Guild dues -- $10 for churches or $5 for missions.  The dues are used to pay for printing and mailing the quarterly newsletter and for other operating expenses.  In addition to dues, it is suggested that churches/Altar Guilds make a “Love Offering” in any amount their members may want to contribute.  This Love Offering is used to assist with the care of the Canterbury Chapel, the Bishop’s Oratory, and the Chapel at Camp Wingmann.  The Love Offering also helps offset the costs of our annual meeting and helps pay the expenses for the Diocesan Directress to attend the annual Province IV Altar Guild meeting at Kanuga in North Carolina and to attend the National Altar Guild Association meeting that’s held every three years in conjunction with the Episcopal Church Convention.    

When you receive the request letter in January, please consider paying membership dues and making a “Love Offering” to support the Diocesan Altar Guild.  Dues and Love Offerings are due in February.  PLEASE SEND YOUR DUES AND LOVE OFFERING TO:  Cyndy Berry, Diocesan Altar Guild Treasurer, at 4201 Limerick Dr., Lake Wales, FL 33859, and indicate “For Diocesan Altar Guild - Dues and/or Love Offering” on the check.
*********************************************************
CENTRAL FLORIDA DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD BOARD:

-- Directress & Newsletter Editor:   Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net             
 -- Assistant Directress:  Kathy Shearer - Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com

           
-- Secretary:   Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson675@aol.com         

 -- Treasurer:  Cyndy Berry – Cell 203-215-0125 – cyndy.berry@usa.net  


-- Chaplain:   Rev. Meghan Farr – Work 321-723-5272 – revmeghan@holytrinitymelbourne.org
       

-- Central Deanery:  








     

 
-- Kathy Shearer – Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com 
                                     


-- Eve Hyatt – Home/Work 407-880-3416 – samias@aol.com









-- Beth Hyatt - Home 407-884-6058 – Cell 407-252-4934 – samias@aol.com 

-- Northeast Deanery:  












-- Judy Valk – Home 386-960-7413 – jayempea@cfl.rr.com



           

-- Riek Fitzpatrick – Home 386-951-4129; Cell 386-837-7455 -- riekfitzpatrick@yahoo.com          

-- Sandi Hendriks – Cell 386-748-1186 -- sandihendriks@yahoo.com   
                  -- Susan Gummey – Cell 386-547-7227 -- mrsgummey@aol.com 


 

-- Northwest Deanery:  








     


-- Suzie Lore - Home  352-729-2459; Cell 407-761-4920 – Loresl@aol.com                    

-- Sue Geiger - Cell 352-617-0076 – sue.geiger@outlook.com 



           

-- Dianne Casson – Home 352-787-0508 – Cell 352-255-5444 – dcasson@embarqmail.com            

-- Southeast Deanery:  












-- Jeanne Weaver - Home 321-613-2403; Cell 757-871-6576 – jhweaver30@gmail.com 


--Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net
           



-- Southwest Deanery:  












-- Betty Seckinger - Home 863-324-7323; Cell 863-221-4103 – bettyboop100100@gmail.com           

-- Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson675@aol.com 

-- Nancy Brantly - Home 863-299-7026; Cell 863-660-8596 – miltnancy@verizon.net

-- Cyndy Berry – Cell 203-215-0125 – cyndy.berry@usa.net 









-- Sharon Smith – 863-370-0315 – smithibeme@tampabay.rr.com   
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Diocesan Board:  See Page 4 for Board Member contact information.





CENTRAL FLORIDA DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD 


ANNUAL MEETING


SCHEDULED FOR 23 FEBRUARY 2019


At CANTERBURY EPISCOPAL RETREAT CENTER


Oviedo, FL





TIME TO SAVE THE DATE AND START PLANNING TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD MEETING on SATURDAY, 23 FEBRUARY 2019.  The Diocesan Altar Guild Board has been planning this meeting for two years, and we are offering something for everyone.  There will be workshops to choose from, and some workshops will have limited space so it will be important to get your registration in as quickly as possible.  Workshops will include basic Altar Guild information, how to develop an Altar Guild workbook, flower arranging and re-arranging, a linen workshop, history of vessels and altar pieces, etc.  Of course, there will also be Eucharist with  Bishop Brewer.  You should receive your Registration Package shortly after 1 January; if you do not receive a Registration Package, contact Judy Henderson at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jem2415@earthlink.net" �jem2415@earthlink.net� and we will Email you a copy.  





Since the meeting will be held at the Canterbury Episcopal Retreat Center, you can come early and spend the night on Friday.  Rooms are available for the reasonable price of $56 per night, and two people can share a room for the $56 fee, making the cost very reasonable.  As indicated in the Registration Package, room reservations will be made directly with Canterbury.  Reservations and payment for the meeting will be sent to Judy Henderson at the address shown on the form.  Canterbury has a firm date for reservations, so it will be important to get your reservations in by the “NOT LATER THAN” date.   There’s very little wiggle room.  





Even though Canterbury is larger than most places where we hold our annual meetings, it is limited to 150 attendees.  If we have reservations that exceed 150, we will start a wait list according to the time the reservation is received.  It is important that you let us know if you need to cancel, and refunds will be made only if we can fill your slot.  





Hope to see everyone there who wants to attend on 23 February 2019.  Please see the special note on page 3 regarding items to bring to the Annual Meeting.



































       


			





DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA ALTAR GUILD


 DAG NEWSLETTER





DATES TO REMEMBER:


1 February 2019 – Revival with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, First Baptist, Orlando, FL


2 February 2019 – Central FL Diocesan Convention, Trinity Prep, Orlando, FL


23 February 2019 – Annual DAG Meeting at Canterbury Retreat Center in Oveido, FL – 		       Programs will include something for everyone – and you can stay at 


		       Canterbury the night before, for a nominal fee


2-5 June 2019 – Province IV Altar Guild Conference at Kanuga, Hendersonville, NC
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